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“LEADERSHIP in thenextera
is not about power, it is go-
ing to be about influence,”

motivational speaker Ingrid Roberts
said to some 2011 matriculants.

The Grade 12 class of 2011 wrote
their last exam on December 1.

Maritzburg Fever reporter and
Roberts spoke to a few pupils from
Voortrekker and Girls’ High schools
to find out what went through their
minds when they put their last full
stop on their papers.

“The best feeling ever,” is how
Grade 12 Voortrekker pupil and
school leader Nina Janse van Rens-
berg described it.

Asexpectedpupilswereoverjoyed
at the thought of finishing school, but
uponponderingtheir leapintothebig
world, were also experiencing a bit-
tersweet feeling.

Roberts was the guest speaker at
both the schools’ final prize giving.

Pupils said that they were encour-
aged by Roberts’s inspirational
speeches and are not afraid of the
political and economic circum-
stances of the world.

Rather they felt it is their genera-
tion’s time to shine
and change the mis-
takes of their prede-
cessorsandRoberts is
a great believer in the
future generations’
talents and skills.

When asked what
their plans for the
coming year are,
many said that they
would be studying.

Subjects stretched
from medical, to
magazine editors and
civil engineers.

Pupils were excit-
ed to begin the next
chapter in their lives,
but some expressed
anxiety.

“It doesn’t feel
real,” said Leandra
Briedenhann from
Voortrekker. “I can’t
wait for the first time I
see the ‘back to
school’ adverts in
January. I will smile

because they no longer apply to me.”
“No more Waltons either,” joked

Briedenhann.
“It is going to be hard to leave our

friends[whowill stillbeatschoolnext
year],but if you thinkabout it,wehad
tomakenewfriendswhenwestarted
high school so it is just the next chap-

ter starting now and it’s time to make
new friends [again],” said Anja
Schuulst.

GHS head girl Erica Prince feels a
greater change coming.

“I am sad to be leaving the school
that has been my home for the past
five years and the girls who have be-

come my sisters. However, I know
that it’s time tomoveonandbegin the
next exciting stage of my life.”

BiermannduPlessius said thathis
advice to the 2012 Grade 12s would
be that theyshould takeonly thegood
and positive memories from their
past and look to the future.

Other Grade 12 pupils had words
of advice for future matriculants

Lisa Mahlaba from GHS said that
livingisabout“givingthebestyoucan
to the world”.

Nicola Rule, also from GHS, said:
“Find the place where you need to be
and then seek excellence.

“Leadership is about inspiring
people.

“It should not be about the person
who has the most power.”

Roberts finished off the event say-
ing that there is great hope for the
future and with potential leaders like
those who were interviewed the
future looks very bright indeed.

The general consensus from the
pupils was that the exams were fair
withtheexpectedfewbeingverydiffi-
cult, but in general they felt very posi-
tive. But more than anything, the pu-
pils were glad that the exams were
over.

Mary-Ann Akerman, Girls’ High
School principal, said that this year
everythingwentoffsmoothlyandthat
there were strict rules to abide by to
ensure that there was no exam paper
tampering.

Maritzburg Fever wishes all 2011
matriculants the best of luck in their
plans for the future.
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School is over. Now what?
>> 2011 matric pupils speak about their aspirations and hopes for their new road ahead

Girls’ High
School matric
pupils (from
left) Nicola Rule,
Erica Prince, Lisa
Mahlaba and
(back) motiva­
tional speaker,
Ingrid Roberts.
PHOTO: NICOLE
JOHN


